Tothe molt Honorable aſſenibly of the Commons 
| Houſe of Pariizment. d 


50 - 


27 


The Binders of Bookes in London doc mot Hulablic Ow * 


ment of Sir Henry Rẽtton Knight, and Docter Jg, obtained a Char- 

ter of Incorporation: for procurement whereot (beluces other annuall pay. 

ments) LoRor Eglyhim receiuethi ot the ſaid Goldbeaters at the leaſt 20. lib ge- 
ann. But what recompence Sir Hey Bretton hathʒthe Petitioners cannot declare. 
That by colour of that new Incorporation, & tor ſatistaction of the laid yeare- 
lie payments the Go!dbeaters haue combined and 'confederared together, and 
bound themſelues, both by bond and oath to ſell all Gol foltute onely at one place 
and at one tate, both good and bad: by which meanes they haue inhaunced the 


1 Anno Domino 1619. the Coldbeaters in London by the procure. 


price thereof a ful eight part viz. i. d. ob in euerie ſhiling, to the great impoueriſh- 


nent of the Petitioner and other his Maieſties ſubiects. 

That the ſaid Companie of Gold beatets excced not 30. in number, df which nũ- 
ber ſixe onely reape the profit of the others 1abours, for the reſidue are bound to 
ſell all their Gold ſoliate to thoſe ſixe at the oldtates: which ſixe ſell the ſame to 
the Petitioners at che new inhaunced prices, 

That the ſaid Goldbeaters ate fiee ot other ſeuerall Companies ia London, 
where they ſlill bind their — 99 we That they vſe all poſſible meanes to di- 
miniſh their number. So that in ſhorttime although the Goldbeaters in London 
will be but few, yet they will ell their Gold foliate at what prices they liſt fortheir 
priuat gaine, but to the preiudice ot the Common Wealth. 

1 he petitioners further ſhewe , That of all the Gold ſoliate which is ſpent they 
ſpend vpon the binding and adorning of bookes not aboue the value of 300 lib. 
per annum. the reſidue being ſpent on Coaches and other vnneceſſatie things. 


The Petitioners therefore moſt humblie praie that either the Goldbeatets 
maie be ordered to fell at their one houſes their Gold foliate at the old 
Rates. Or that the importation of Cola folie from forraine parts may be 
tolerated. By which meancs not onelyGo/d folate wil be fold better cheape. 
But alſo a great quantitie of Gold will be brought to his Maieſtics 
Mint yearely, which the Goldbeaters now ſpend, by reaſon of the prohi- 
bition of the importation of Cod foliate from beyond the Seas, 
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